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courses frequently offer on-the-job 
training that translates into employ-
ment right after graduation. That 
means more opportunities for students 
and less debt. 

I was proud to learn that Cheboygan 
Area High School in my congressional 
district was named one of the top 
schools in northern Michigan in CTE, 
an achievement for which Cheboygan 
Area Schools should be justifiably 
proud. It is my hope that students in 
northern Michigan and all over the 
United States will take advantage of 
quality CTE programs to further their 
careers and continue to grow our econ-
omy. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to sup-
porting measures that help to return 
control of education to States and par-
ents, allowing families to choose an 
educational program that fits their 
needs. 

f 

CELEBRATING WEST COAST PORTS 
AND ILWU, PMA DEAL 

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with the rest of the country, am 
breathing a sigh of relief that full-time 
work has resumed at our west coast 
ports. I wanted to publicly thank the 
ILWU and the PMA for staying at the 
table and finally reaching an agree-
ment. I want to thank President 
Obama and our Labor Secretary Perez 
for their help in bringing about a reso-
lution. 

Many of my colleagues here in Con-
gress were calling me daily for updates 
because the workers, the farmers, the 
businesses, and the consumers in their 
districts were also impacted by what 
happens on the west coast ports. 

I represent the men and women who 
work on those ports, so our economy in 
the harbor area was greatly affected, 
but we also realize that these ports are 
an economic engine for the entire 
country. Our west coast ports support 
millions of American jobs and provide 
a vital link to global commerce. So 
today I am going to testify before the 
Budget Committee to remind Congress 
that we should fully fund all the ports 
in this country because they are such 
an important link to our economy. 

f 

NET NEUTRALITY 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, as 
you can see, we have quite a variety of 
issues that we are talking about today. 
Whether it is the President’s executive 
amnesty and overreach, the overreach 
of the DHS, or the veto of the Keystone 
pipeline, people are concerned about 
what is happening. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to turn our at-
tention to another issue: the takeover 
of the Internet by the Federal Commu-

nications Commission. We just com-
pleted a hearing at the Energy and 
Commerce Committee on this issue. I 
tell you there is great concern about 
what the FCC would do with the Inter-
net. 

The Internet is not broken, and it 
does not need the Federal Government 
to fix it. So people are rightfully con-
cerned about that. The FCC, in taking 
control of the Internet, would do a cou-
ple of things. First of all, it would be a 
loss of some of our freedoms because 
the FCC would reclassify the Internet 
to title II. Now, title II of the Commu-
nications Act is the 1930s-era law that 
regulates telephones and telecommuni-
cations. It would thereby subject the 
Internet, which is an information serv-
ice, to a host of taxes, regulation, and 
international consideration. This is not 
the direction we want to go with the 
Internet. Let’s not use 1930s-era laws 
on an information service. Let’s make 
certain that the FCC delays their net 
neutrality order and that we work to-
gether to keep the Internet open and 
free. 

f 

DHS SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, as I 
stand before this body today, it is with 
a tremendous amount of concern for 
the brave men and women who are pro-
tecting our country and work for the 
Department of Homeland Security. We 
are only about 48 hours or so away 
from a potential shutdown, and I am 
concerned about these people, who are 
going to have to continue to work be-
cause they are dedicated, loyal, and pa-
triotic Americans but won’t be getting 
paid if we allow this government to 
shut down. 

Now, all we have to do in this House 
of Representatives is to bring up a 
clean Homeland Security funding bill. 
That is all we have to do. The Senate 
majority leader said he would do that. 
So we can get this problem solved right 
away. 

This situation is being handled in the 
courts, and this body of ours, this 
House of Representatives, is no place 
to try to work out some sort of ideo-
logical partisan divide around immi-
gration. This is an occasion for us to 
look out after the safety and security 
of the American people and to fund and 
pay the salaries of the workers who 
guarantee that security, not a time for 
partisan ideological chicanery. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the House bring up H.R. 861, 
the clean Department of Homeland Se-
curity funding bill that would keep the 
Department open so it can carry on its 
mission of keeping the American peo-
ple safe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNCAN of Tennessee). As the Chair 
previously advised, that request cannot 
be entertained absent appropriate 
clearance. 

THE IRS’ PUTATIVE LACK OF 
FUNDS FOR TAX FORMS AND IN-
STRUCTION BOOKLETS 

(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to shed light on 
an issue that many constituents 
brought to my attention. Tax Day is 
right around the corner, and as many 
folks prepare to file their taxes, they 
are having issues locating the proper 
forms. 

The IRS has notified local libraries— 
and even congressional offices like 
mine—that it does not have the money 
to distribute enough tax forms and in-
struction booklets so that taxpayers 
can file their returns accurately and on 
time. As a result, Mr. Speaker, seniors 
and those without access to the Inter-
net are scrambling to find 1040 instruc-
tion booklets and tax schedules they 
need to accurately file their taxes. My 
office distributed nearly 40 tax instruc-
tion books and tax forms during a re-
cent community office hours event in 
Lebanon County, and the demand con-
tinues to grow daily. 

Mr. Speaker, the IRS’ claim that 
they can no longer afford to send tax 
forms to local libraries due to budget 
cuts is disingenuous. And while need-
ing more than 40 pages of instructions 
to complete the least complicated tax 
return is proof enough for simplifying 
the Tax Code, it is no excuse for the 
IRS to make paying your Federal taxes 
an even bigger headache by making it 
more difficult for my constituents to 
get the documents they need. Let’s get 
our tax forms where they are needed. 

f 

THE CONCERNS OF OUR DISTRICTS 

(Mr. HASTINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, one of 
the privileges we have here in the 
House of Representatives is to speak to 
any issue during this period of time. 

Regrettably, I rise today to speak of 
the death of an iconic figure, a dy-
namic force for social justice, Georgia 
Jones Ayers, who was not from my con-
gressional district but from Congress-
woman FREDERICA WILSON’s district, 
and I am sure that the two of us will 
add additional remarks. 

I also happily today come to the floor 
to congratulate the Dillard High 
School girls basketball team and the 
Palm Beach Lakes High School basket-
ball teams. Dillard and Coach Pinder, 
my dear friend, have had such a con-
secutive run that they are becoming a 
real force nationally as well as locally, 
and Palm Beach County took theirs as 
well. So I am fortunate that I have 
girls basketball teams that are cham-
pions, and I proudly congratulate 
them. 
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